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language through its excellent courses and professors. When I graduated

from the Asian Studies program in 1997 I knew I would never stop

Kansai Gaidai experience

Fiction writer and Japanese poetry translator.

Ten years after I graduated from the Asian

Cristina Rascon-Castro (Mexico)

Studies Program, in 2006, I published my first

fiction books, two of them precisely about Japan.

One year later, in 2007, I published my first

translated book of Japanese poetry from author

Shuntaro Tanikawa into Spanish. No doubt Kansai

very complete and solid introduction to the Japanese

learning the language and that I would always be connected to Japan.

Gaidai had a big impact on my development. I had a

For the current and future students at Kansai Gaidai, I would say, if
you are Japanese, that studying is not everything; only by making friends

can you actually live in other countries while attending school. I would
say go and sit down where the foreigners are hanging out and talk to them.
With very simple Japanese and very simple English, long lasting
friendships can be born. If you are a foreign student, I would say, don’t

(Asian Studies Program, August 1996 — May 97.)

My general advice would be to read Japanese narrative and poetry
while living in Japan (in translation if yet difficult to do it in the original)
as a window to breathe an inner view of the Japanese culture and
mechanisms through. Literature is one of the best tools to understand how

expect anything to be like back home; actually don’t think much about
Good luck and enjoy Kansai Gaidai.

home and focus on the present (which is flying by), be patient and open,
and at the end it will feel like home and you will see more similarities

than differences, no matter where you come from.
the same human feelings and conflicts can develop within other culture’s

frames.

N
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Eddy Elsagh

i (Concordia University, Canada)

been one of my favorite experiences in Japan. Since it is the
smallest seminar house, it is very feasible to get to know
most of the residents and become a makeshift family where
we make delicious takoyaki together in the kitchen, help
each other out with Japanese homework, laugh together
while watching an anime or even organize a soccer
tournament.

time in the seminar house, the colorful ———
blend of different cultures under the same “\
roof makes it impossible to experience a\
single dull moment. The RA’s are always‘\
there for you and otosan and okasan are‘\‘
some of the nicest people I’ve ever met. If I | “
were to describe my stay in Seminar House ‘
2 in a single sentence, it would be without a w

doubt: PR 528 ‘

Being a resident of Seminar House 2 has definitivel?

Although you won’t be using Japanese a 100% of your

BRIA - BESA,
RA72H DK THE L
Angela Siele

(United States International University, Africa,Kenya)

An international experience can be counted as one of

| the most thrilling experiences of your life. It gets even more

exciting when the first encounter with your host country is
one that is exceeds your expectations.

After almost twenty hours of travel, I arrived from
Kenya, to be received by the smiling and lively faces of the
Resident Assistants and Caretakers, Otoosan and Okaasan in
Seminar House Four. This very first impression, put all my
worries to rest, and I was confident that this was going to be
a great year in Japan. This has proved to be so given the kind
support and help of the Caretakers and Resident Assistants,

who are always ready to help, be it in the wee hours of the |

night or in the light of day.

After a hard day at school and at play, we unwind in the “

Seminar House lounge, which has television and video
facilities, and a very calm and fun atmosphere to relax in.
Even more, is the world class kitchen facility that allows the
students to interact when cooking! The dining area, and
— | shared bedroom facilities, also provide
-‘\‘ an excellent studying environment.
‘\‘When the day comes to an end, the
* | international students look forward to
"l\ tucking themselves in the comfortable
‘\futons and after a good night’s rest,
\ they are refreshed to begin a new day.
‘ The International Seminar House
4" | is truly more than a home away from
~ | home!

I Dk % HERE
X F VD PR

Jennifer Miller
(Adrian College,U.S.A.)

My name is Jennifer Miller. I am a Senior studying
abroad from Adrian College of Adrian Michigan, United
States.

I live in Seminar House Four with my room mate,
Ayaka Hara. Living in the dorms has been great for
independence and socializing with the other international
students. Living with a host family is probably better for
learning Japanese, but I have been able to practice quite a lot
with my roommate and with Hiro-san, Maki-san, and
Mai-san, my awesome Resident Assistants.
| They are very
| helpful, especially
\ with homework. I
| really enjoyed the
i  Japanese cooking
\ day we had last

‘\‘ month. Learning to
| make traditional
\‘ dishes was a lot of

| fun, and I use the
) yakzsoba recipe
that I learned almost every week! The dorms
also make student life better, with access to a computer lab,
wireless internet, full kitchen facilities, and a laundry room.
For anyone considering staying in Seminar House Four next

semester, I would definitely recommend it.
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