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Featuring Japan & the World
Around the world in no time at all.

Scott Cutshall (University of Florida, U.S.A)

It was a whirl-wind.

Sixteen hours in an airplane, three layovers, and then finally I was in Japan. When I stepped off the plane, I had
no idea what I was in for. The sights, the smells, and every little clichéd aspect of a new adventure came face to face
with me at that moment. The language aside, everything from (literally) a vending machine at each corner to seeing
vehicles drive on the ‘wrong’ side of the road (in the US, we drive on the right side of the road), everything a typical

pEEmkEemeE ME KK an

FADN — 2 X —

el

b & Finland 72> &

BELERBEDTHE
X 5 T & 72 Anni,
Finland |2 B8.0: 258 -
72D T, LR EREE
|3 AEV T bBEITEL -
\ 720 Anni lE RO B S AMIEAETE

THEL SR Lo T v L > VKA
bhoT eI EL . BHD
WRFERER /IR L. —

Japanese person would take for granted, awed me. Living in the Seminar House, I had the opportunity to meet people from literally all over
the world in the Seminar Houses and experiencing new and incredible things, dancing Salsa with Colombians, learning phrases in Swahili,
relearning English from the Australians, eating Russian food, and the list could go on.

One of the best and most unique experiences I've had in Japan was working on INFES, Kansai Gaidai’s INternational FEStival. If you
were to ask me how I got involved with INFES, especially on the Management Committee, I will honestly respond that I have no idea, I
signed up, and there I was a few weeks later attending the meetings. What I experienced there however, I don’t regret. On a surface level,
seeing and experiencing how projects were done in a Japanese fashion and how different they can be compared to the way it would be done
in the United States, I learned a lot. But, more importantly, I made some good friends and made existing friendships better.

Leading up to INFES, the meeting-parties and the work parties that everyone participated
in showed a great desire on everyone’s part to give their best and make INFES great, working,
and laughing, late and hard into the evenings. During INFES itself, that hard work was showed
off. With the Dance Booth’s incredible performances, the Food Booth’s delicious Hawaiian
and Japanese style parfaits, and the World Booth and their incredible representations of their
home countries, the only word that I can think of that truly conveys what happened that
weekend was “incredible.”

What the future will hold, I don’t know, but if the fall semester was any indication, this
coming semester will have even more unforgettable opportunities, memories, and adventures.
Life’s an adventure, “Go For It!”
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