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The 3™ Kansai Gaidai FD Symposium

How can we help junior college students fully develop
their capabilities in two years?

The new curriculum started when the junior colleges at Nakamiya and Hotani Campuses
were integrated into a single college at Nakamiya. At the same time, the three course system,
KGC Basics, and the study abroad program for all junior college students were implemented.

The educational objective is for all junior college students to develop their academic abilities
and cultivate their basic identity as good citizens.  The aim of the plan is to help each student
develop their talents and possibilities to help them with jobs or their goals after graduation. To
achieve this aim, the junior college has established this new system, in which students are able
to study English independently using ICT.

In 2008, the junior college applied for the Educational Good Practice Grant sponsored by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology and the project was accepted
as a high quality development program.  The project aims at brushing up students’ English
abilities and understanding of other cultures by making the most of the newly prepared three
course system.

In this symposium, the staff of junior college will discuss of what they have done in the last

two years to realize the new objectives of the junior college. University faculty and staff are
invited to join the discussion and consider the further development of education at Kansai Gaidai.

1. Date and Time: Saturday, February 12,2011  9:30~12:00

2. Place:  Multi-purpose Room (Second Floor of Main Building), Nakamiya Campus
3: Program:
Chairman  Yoshiaki Namimatsu, Professor at College of Foreign Studies

(1) Opening Address Yoshitaka Tanimoto, President of University
(2) Keynote Lecture Eiko Tanimoto, President of the board of directors,
President of Junior College
(3) Symposium
Coordinator  Daisaku Ito, Professor of Junior College
Panelists: (All are class advisors at Junior College)
Professor Nana Abe
Professor Yasunori Kado
Professor Yasushi Someda
Professor Yukio Tamura
Professor Kazushi Hiromoto
Professor Sadatoshi Fujiwara
(4) Discussion
(5) General Review Junji Okazawa, Professor at Support Center for
English Teacher Development, Chairman of the FD Committee for the
Junior College)
(6) Summary and Closing Words ~ Harumi Sawada, Professor at College
of Foreign Studies, Chairman of the FD Committee for the University
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Genuine Good Practice
Yukio Tamura

Since Good Practice (GP) is often in competition for funding, it is often taken as a contest for the best
novel idea. Novelty may be a necessary condition, but by itself it is not sufficient. The most salient point of
KGC’s GP can be seen as it elicits the answer to the question “What is college education?”” under the direction of
Mes. Eiko Tanimoto, the President of the largest junior college in Japan.

Our GP consists of the following three projects: 1) the KGC Basics course as a First-Year Experience;
2) a Study Abroad Program integrated with the advantages of Kansai Gaidai University, which requires no
prerequisites; and 3) an ICT-based English Learning System that helps students acquire the habit of
self-study by responding to their various requests and interests.

The goals of our GP are to realize college life as the first stage of higher education and then to develop
a college education model as a bridge to the second stage after graduation by providing a curriculum through
English, education of social human power, and quality assurance.
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What are KGC Basics ?
Sadatoshi Fujiwara

Since after graduation most junior college students will be getting jobs or going on to higher levels of
university, the junior college staff have set up a “KGC Basics” course. The purpose of this course is to help all
junior college students cultivate their basic identities as good citizens by developing their overall life skills, such
as common sense, good manners, and communicative abilities necessary for them in the future. The main
objectives of the “KGC Basis” course are the following: to acquire information, ways of learning, and sufficient
knowledge to lead a meaningful school life; to develop common sense, good manners, and communication skills
necessary for students and for future members of society; to have a proper understanding of human rights and to
learn respect for the ideas and feelings of others; to become globally-minded by acquiring a thorough knowledge
of Japan and the world; and to be capable of analyzing themselves and of thinking about their futures.

To accomplish these objectives, all class advisers at the junior college are in charge of this subject
once a week and they are also available to counsel students about their difficulties or problems at any time.
This subject also includes various lectures and guidance sessions by individuals both inside and outside of
the junior college.
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The Guidelines for How to Use Libraries for K. G. C. Basics
Yasushi Someda

I have designed the class K. G. C. Basics to achieve the following goals which were set based on the
experiences of the past two years.

1. To create the opportunities for students to visit the libraries
2. To impress the students on the likelihood that something good may happen
3. To remind the students on the helpfulness of the libraries when they need it

As a result, the evaluation of the class by the students showed that the points for the understanding the
lecture rose. Furthermore, the number of the book loans for each student at the libraries increased.
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Human Education through Essential Writing
Nana Abe

Liberal Arts aim is to cultivate what is called ‘human education” which supports those who learned
them for 10 or 20 years, or often for their entire life. These subjects lay the foundation for realizing and
thinking about universality and things that might pass unnoticed below what the students encounter in their
life.

Essential Writing (Bunsho Hyogen-ho) focuses on how to compose a logical essay, using correct
knowledge of Japanese and its honorifics. This class is called ‘How to Write a Japanese Essay’, but actually,
students will learn how to compose essays by deeply grasping Japanese culture including its ways of
thinking, its style of human relations, and its manner of understanding the situation in which the language is
used. This class, therefore, aims to cultivate human education that is necessary for the students to live a
social existence.

In this presentation, | will examine the construction of a class based on the above idea of human
education.
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How to Foster Vitality of the Basic Class

Yasunori Kadou

The reason why | have been appointed to be a presenter is that the basic class which | am in
charge of has set up a refreshment booth since | took up my post at this university. Usually, students see
the same APs in the class and an adviser conducts only a half of times of the class in a week. Thus, it is
very difficult to create the opportunities for students to come in contact with each other. It is also very
difficult to create an atmosphere that the students encourage themselves to act independently. Based on
the circumstances in my class, | will explain why | consider that the class needs to be organized and
activated. In addition, I will report the activities of my class.
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Development of Extracurricular Learning Systems
& a Study Abroad Program without Prerequisites

Kazushi Hiromoto

It is quite evident that acquiring basic English proficiency requires the habit of self-study. Given this, it
is most effective to provide e-learning materials that are easily accessible to the students. In our education
GP, we have developed a “Listening & Reading Online” set of materials, using graded readers, and also an
English Learning System on a mobile phone platform for studying grammar and vocabulary for TOEFL and
TOEIC. In addition, we have implemented a short-term study abroad program, which is available to any

interested student, to enhance English proficiency and global understanding.
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