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The Asia Pacific Region is host to over-lapping and interlinking rivalries and
challenges whose resolution is uncertain.  Moreover, the post 9/11 world has made the
outcome of any so-called Pacific Century problematic at best.

This course seeks to examine the various pressure points existing within the APR. The
approach is traditional is the sense that the four major actors in the region: The U.S., Japan,
China, and Russia, will be examined.

The course is arranged in weekly lecture themes. Readings are from a variety of
sources but your main text is: Pacific Century – The Emergence of Modern Pacific Asia.

Course Topics
Examining the fault lines; Defining power.
The U.S. in Asia – Sentimental Imperialism
The Pacific War and Occupation
Creating Hiroshima’s
U.S. Foreign Policy
The Powell Doctrine and post 9/11
Japan and Road to Pearl Harbor
War and Occupation
Conflicted Pacifism/Reluctant Realism
The growth of the Japanese economy and the new triad of power.
Debating the end of the Washington Consensus
The People’s Republic of China – The Mao Years
The Dengist Gamble
Democratizing Asia?
Toward a model of Pan Pacific Growth
The Koreas – Soft landing/hard Landing
Russia as a Pacific Power
Constructing Proto-Scenarios

Readings
The Pacific Century
Subscribing to a daily newspaper is strongly recommended. The Japan Times is the
paper of record.

Grading
Position paper 1/3
In class Mid-term examination 1/3
In class Final examination 1/3

Position paper: Pacific Rivalry requires a position paper. I expect students to examine an
existing tension in the APR and do three things: 1) describe the nature of the challenge; 2)
analyze what has recently taken place, and 3) predict the outcome.

Dr. Paul Scott

#1409

Pacific Rivalry:
 The Challenges of Interstate and Regional Relations
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