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Preface

This Handbook is intended mainly for researchers who are conducting
research with financial assistance from the Grants-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (KAKENHI) program or intend to apply for a research grant
under the program. The basics of the program are outlined here in an

accessible format.

Be sure to read through this Handbook in order to further your
understanding of the program and to make more effective use of the funds

provided under the framework of this program.

KAKENHI are funded by the tax of citizens and other public sources.
Those conducting research under this program are expected to observe
the rules established by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) and the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science (JSPS), as well as rules prescribed by each research

institution, and to make proper and efficient use of the funds.

This English version is provided for convenience of KAKENHI grant
recipients who experience difficulty in reading the Japanese original,

which should be referred to, in case of dispute.
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1. What is the Grants-in-Aid for
Scientific Research (KAKENHI)
program?

The KAKENHI program is the only competitive research
funding program aimed at all scientific research (i.e.,
research based on the free ideas of researchers in
universities and other research institutions), from basic
to applied research in all fields, covering the humanities,
the social sciences and the natural sciences.

< The placement of “KAKENHI” in the policy on the promotion of
science, technology and scientific research in Japan >

Scientific research based
on researcher's R&D on policy imperatives
creative ideas [mission-oriented research]
[curiosity-driven research]
A A
Competitive
resear(':Jh Funding Research supported Research fur!dec! b‘.’ poon call
{Selected through by Grants-in-Aid for a"':hs:'r‘;i‘;ts'?;'n:‘s":teb";'th
:ﬁ;pei?g;] Scientific Research individual Ministries
r o it
Basic funds N_at_iqna!l projects led by
(Provisi £ Research conducted at the initiative of Government,
rovision of universities and strategically promoted
management and inter-university R&D projects conducted by
operation funds, research institutes National Research and
Development Agencies
J A .

Research activities take many forms, including those in which the researchers
carry out their work relatively freely and with curiosity, projects in which the area
of concentration and goals are defined in advance, and those intended to lead to
specific product development. The starting point for these activities is scientific
research based on the researcher’s creative ideas. By broadly supporting this
scientific research, which is the foundation of all research activities, the
KAKENHI program plays a major role, in the fostering and development of

scientific advances.
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O Research Categories

Various research categories have been established
based on the content and the scale of the research.

As of April, 2021

Research _ Type of
. Purposes and description of each research category
categories fund™)
Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research
Grant-in-Aid for | Outstanding and distinctive research conducted by one or a relatively small
Specially number of researchers expected to achieve remarkably excellent research
Promoted results that open up a new scientific field.
Research (3 to 5 years (In a truly necessary case, period up to 7 years is acceptable.); SG
200 million to 500 million yen per project (In a truly necessary case,
applicants may apply for a budget exceeding 500 million yen is asked
for.))
Grant-in-Aid for | (Research in a proposed research area)
Scientific This category is intended to foster novel research areas proposed by
Research on diverse groups of researchers that are expected to lead to development and
Innovative heightening of Japan’s research level in the respective fields, to be
conducted by collective research efforts through collaboration, scholarly
Areas . .
training, shared use of equipment, etc. SG
(5 years; generally set between 10 million to 300 million yen per fiscal
year per proposed area)
[For FY2020 and beyond, only proposals on Publicly Offered Research of the
continued research areas will be called for.]
Grant-in-Aid for | (A) Research areas proposed through co-creative and interdisciplinary SG

Transformative
Research Areas

efforts of diverse researchers, which aim to create research areas that
will lead the way to radical transformation of and change in the
existing framework and/or direction of research as well as upgrade
and level-up of scientific research in Japan and nurturing of young
researchers, and will contribute to the development of the proposed
research areas through efforts for joint research and shared use of
equipment, etc. (5 years; more than 50 million yen and up to 300
million yen per fiscal year per research area (In a truly necessary
case, a budget exceeding 300 million yen may be requested.))

(B) Research areas proposed by compact groups of researchers who will
be bearers of the next generation of research with a smaller budget
scale (about 3 or 4 groups), which aim to create research areas that
will lead the way to radical transformation of and change in the
existing framework and/or direction of research as well as upgrade
and level-up of scientific research in Japan through more challenging
and exploratory research, and expected to lead to Transformative
Research Areas (A) in the future. (3 years; 50 million yen or less per
fiscal year per research area)
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Grant-in-Aid for | (S): Creative/pioneering research conducted by one or a relatively small
Scientific number of researchers. (5 years in principle; 50 to 200 million yen per ®)
Research project)
(A), (B), (C): Creative/pioneering research conducted by one researcher or | (A) SG
jointly by multiple researchers.
(A) 3 to 5 years; 20 million to 50 million yen (B)
(B) 3 to 5 years; 5 million to 20 million yen
(C) 3 to 5 years; 5 million yen or less
*Classification of (A)/(B)/(C) is according to the budget range. ©) MF
Grant-in-Aid for | Research conducted by a single or multiple researcher that aims at
Challenging radically transforming the existing research framework and/or changing
Research the research direction and has a potential of rapid development.
: . The scope of the (Exploratory) category encompasses research proposals MF
fPlotneerlng/Exp that are highly exploratory and/or are in their budding stages.
oratory) (Pioneering) 3 to 6 years; 5 million to 20 million yen
(Exploratory) 2 to 3 years; 5 million yen or less
Grant-in-Aid for | Research conducted by an individual researcher (*2) who is less than 8
Early-Career years after Ph.D. acquisition. (2 to 5 years; up to 5 million yen per project)
Scientists MF
Grant-in-Aid for | Research conducted by a single researcher who has been freshly appointed
Research to a research position, or who has returned from his/her maternity,
Activity Start- childcare or other kinds of leave. MF
up (1 to2 years; up to 1.5 million per fiscal year)
Grant-in-Aid for | Individuals who belong to educational or research institutions, private
Encouragement | companies, etc. and engage in the researches to contribute to the
of Scientists promotion of the science. SG
(1 year; 100 thousand to 1 million yen per project)
Grant-in-Aid for | Research projects of pressing urgency and importance.
Special Purposes MF
Grant-in-Aid for Publication of Scientific Research Results
Publication of | Subsidy for publication and/or international dissemination of research
Research achievements of high academic values executed by academic societies and
Results other organizations.
Enhancement of | Subsidy for efforts by academic societies and associations to strengthen
International international dissemination of academic information for the purpose of
Dissemination | international academic exchange.
of Information SG
Scientific Subsidy for academic publication of research results (books) authored by
Literature an individual or a group of researchers.
Databases Subsidy for creation and operation of a database open to public use, by an
individual or a group of researchers.
Grant-in-Aid for | Subsidy for research conducted by JSPS Fellows (including JSPS
JSPS Fellows International Research Fellows) (up to 3 years; as for Cross-border SG
Postdoctoral Fellowship (CDP) up to 5 years)
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Fund for the Promotion of Joint International Research

MF

Fostering Joint (A) Support of joint international research project conducted by a
International KAKENHI grantee in collaboration with researcher(s) at foreign university
Research or research institution for a period of 6 to 12 months. The grant seeks to
markedly advance research plans for the root research project and to foster
independent researchers who can be internationally competitive. (up to 12
million yen) [The category name is changed from FY2018 call for
proposals.]
(B) Support of joint international research project conducted by multiple
domestic researchers and a researcher who belongs to overseas research
institution. In addition to the development of scientific research, the grant
seeks to build out infrastructure of joint international research or further
strengthen joint international research and to foster researchers who can be
internationally competitive. (3 to 6 years; up to 20 million yen)
International Support of international activities within Scientific Research on Innovative
Activities Areas. (Set period of the Area: up to 15 million yen per fiscal year)
Supporting [After FY2018 ca_ll for proposa_ls “Internati.onal.Activiti@s Sppporting
Group Group” has' been incorporated into “Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research
on Innovative Areas
“Administrative Group.” (It continued until the FY2019 call for proposals.)]
Home- Support of research to be conducted by a Japanese researcher currently
Returning affiliated with an institution abroad who is to be newly appointed at
Researcher university or research institution in Japan. (up to 3 years; 50 million yen or
Development less)
Research

(*1) SG: Series of Single-year Grants, MF: Multi-year Fund
(*2) Individuals who are in the prospect of acquiring Ph.D. and those who have acquired their Ph.D. within
the past 8 years (provided that, the period of maternity leave and childcare leave taken after the acquisition
of Ph.D. may be excluded) are eligible.
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2. What are the KAKENHI rules?

There are three types of rules: application rules,
assessment rules, and spending rules.
Please make sure to adhere to these rules.

O Application rules: eligibility and rules concerning the
applications

(Contents of the “Application Procedures for Grants-in-Aid for Scientific

Research”)

O Assessment rules: rules concerning the pre-assessment
(review), the interim assessment, the ex-post
assessment, the research progress assessment, etc.

(Contents of the “Rules Concerning the Review and Assessment for Grants-
in-Aid for Scientific Research,” etc.)

O Spending rules: rules concerning the use of KAKENHI
funding
(Contents of the Supplementary Conditions and Funding Conditions when

funding is decided.)

®  Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI) has categories funded by
the Series of Single-year Grants and categories funded by Multi-year Funds.
Spending rules can differ, so please make sure to thoroughly check the
Supplementary Conditions (Series of Single-year Grants categories) and
Funding Conditions (Multi-year Funds) for the applicable rules.

® For the application rules, assessment rules, spending rules, and FAQ on the
program, please refer to the KAKENHI website.
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT):
https://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/shinkou/hojyo/main5_a5.htm
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS):
https://www.jsps.go.jp/j-grantsinaid/index.html
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If you have further questions on the KAKENHI rules, please submit an
inquiry to MEXT or JSPS through your research institution.

O A point of contact for opinions and requests concerning
Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research is available at the JSPS
website. If you have any opinion or request, please submit to
the following URL.
https://www.jsps.go.jp/j-iken_youbou/index01.html

* A point of contact for opinions and requests concerning competitive research

funds is available at the Cabinet Office. If you have any opinions or requests

concerning improvements relating to the ease of use of competitive research

funds in general, please submit them at the following URL.
https://form.cao.go.jp/cstp/opinion-0098.html
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3. Year-round schedule of KAKENHI
process

The call for proposals, review, and other stages are
scheduled to enable research to be started as soon
as possible.

O Reviews are performed with the aim of reaching a
provisional grant decision in February, so that research
funds can be used without interruption.

Starting from the FY2022 Call for Proposals, the schedule
for the start of call for proposals, deadline for submission

of applications, and timing of provisional grant decision will

be changed to earlier dates.

Schedule (from application to provisional grant decision) for the
Scientific Research (A), (B), and (C) and the Grant-in-Aid for
Early-Career Scientists: *The timing of official grant decisions is
planned to be announced in the Application Procedures.

Scientific Research (A)
e Start of call for proposals: July 1
eDeadline for submission of applications: Early September
eTiming of provisional grant decision: End of February
Scientific Research (B)
e Start of call for proposals: August 1
eDeadline for submission of applications: Early October

eTiming of provisional grant decision: End of February
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Scientific Research (C)
e Start of call for proposals: August 1
eDeadline for submission of applications: Early October
eTiming of provisional grant decision: End of February
Early-Career Scientists
e Start of call for proposals: August 1
eDeadline for submission of applications: Early October

eTiming of provisional grant decision: End of February

*Schedule for the call for proposals and provisional grant decisions for
research categories other than those shown above are also being
changed to earlier dates.

O The Grant-in-Aid for Research Activity Start-up is for
researchers who could not submit a proposal during the
call for proposals period (from July to October of the
previous fiscal year) and therefore follows a different
schedule for the call for proposals and review.

Schedule for Research Activity Start-up:
e Start of the call for proposals: March 1 of the previous fiscal year
e Application deadline: mid-May
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4. Who is eligible to apply for KAKENHI?

In order to apply, applicants should meet the
requirements (1) and (2) below.

(1) At the time of application, applicants should belong to a
research institution(*) and meet all the following
requirements.

Applicants need to be recognized by a designated research
institution (*) as being a researcher who meets the requirements a),
b), and c) below, and need to be registered in the Cross-ministerial
Research and Development Management System (e-Rad) as eligible
to apply for a Grant-in-Aid.

' Requirements

a) The applicant must be an individual belonging to a research institution with
job assignment including research activity within the said institution.
(Whether the job is paid/unpaid, or full-time/part-time is irrelevant. It is
not a prerequisite of eligibility that the research activity constitutes the
main part of his/her job.)

b) The applicant must be actually engaged in research activity in his/her
research institution. (Those who are only engaged in research assisting
jobs are ineligible.)

c¢) The applicant must not be a graduate student or any other categories of
student. (An individual who has a position in his/her research institution
with research activity as his/her main job (e.g., university teaching staff,
researcher belonging to a company, etc.), and holds a student status at the
same time.)

(The conditions or evaluation criteria on meeting the above requirements might
be set separately by contract or provisions of your research institution. Please
verify with your research institution where necessary.)

*A research institution as defined in Article 2 of the Rules for the Handling of Grants-in-Aid for
Scientific Research (announced by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT))

1) Universities and inter-university research institutes

2) MEXT facilities and other institutions engaged in scientific research
3) Technical colleges

4) Institutions designated by the MEXT Minister
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(2) Applicants should not be designated as ineligible for
grant acquisition for said fiscal year, as a penalty for
his/her improper grant spending, fraudulent grant
acquisition, or research misconduct using the Grants-in-
Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI) or other
competitive research funding.

(Note) There are research categories such as “Encouragement of Scientists” and
“Research Activity Start-up” that differ in eligibility for the KAKENHI
application, so please make sure to confirm the Application Procedures for
the Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research when applying.
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5. What issues need to be considered
when applying?

Applicants should carefully confirm the contents of the
Application Procedures for Grants-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (KAKENH]I).

O KAKENHI provides financial support for creative and
pioneering research conducted by individual
researchers. Therefore, the contents of the research
proposal must be original planned by the applicant.

O Applicants must complete the following three matters

before applying.

(1) Ascertainment of the Eligibility for KAKENHI Application (see
page 9 “4.Who is eligible to apply for KAKENHI??”)

(2) Confirmation of the Researcher Information Registered
* The procedures for registration of researcher information and for revision

of that information are performed by your research institution using e-
Rad. Applicants should check with the person responsible for this in their
research institutions for details of the procedures.

(3) Obtainment of an ID and a Password for e-Rad

¢ Your e-Rad ID and password are provided by your research institution.

O Applicants should pay particular attention to the

following matters when applying.

* When applying for multiple research projects, make sure to eliminate

unreasonable duplications and excessive concentration, and avoid
violation of the restrictions on parallel submission of research proposals.

* Avoid errors or omissions in filling out the information on the application
form.

* The format of the application documents may not be changed.

* When adding a Co-Investigator to the Project Members List, you must
obtain the consent of the perspective Co-Investigator as well as his/her

research institution.
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O The corrections and resubmission cannot be accepted
after the application documents have been submitted
via the Electronic Application System.

A research team consists of a Principal Investigator,
Co-Investigator(s) and Research Collaborator(s).
They are defined as follows.

O Principal Investigator (a member of a funded project)
A researcher with full responsibility for the implementation of the
funded project.

O Co-Investigator (a member of a funded project)

A researcher responsible for carrying out the funded project along
with the Principal Investigator, who receives a share of the funds
from the Principal Investigator and may use these funds at his/her
discretion.

O Research Collaborator (not a member of a funded project)
A researcher who provides cooperation in carrying out the funded
project.
* Even a person who is not eligible to apply for the Grants-in-Aid for Scientific
Research can participate as a Research Collaborator.
* A Research Collaborator does not have discretion regarding the use of the
Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research.

(Note) The category of Collaborating Researcher has been abolished since April

2018 and has been integrated under the Research Collaborator category.

(Reference)

® The Integrated Innovation Strategy 2020 states that “Regarding the
acceptance of funds from foreign countries, we [the Government of Japan]
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will make information disclosure of the situation, etc. as a requirement at the
time of a research funds application.” In response, starting from the FY2021
call for proposals, it is clearly stated that applicants submitting KAKENHI
grant applications must declare any foreign research funds in “The Status of
Application and Acquisition of Research Grants” column in the Research
Proposal Document.

In future KAKENHI grant applications, be sure to enter all competitive
research funds as well as any research funding, including subsidies from
private foundations, funds for contract research and joint research.
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6. How are applications reviewed?

A peer review process is carried out in order to
select high quality research projects.

(*) Peer review refers to a process of reviews carried out by peers. For Grants-in-
Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI), prominent researchers who work
hard at each academic field and stand at the front of knowledge creation,

review and assess the applications for their peers.

O More than 8,000 researchers are involved in the review
process.

* In order to ensure the fair selection of the highest-quality review committee
members, JSPS makes use of a database of review committee candidates (with
approximately 136,000 persons registered) consisting largely of researchers
who themselves were selected for the KAKENHI funding.

O Upon completion of review, the names of the review
committee members are disclosed on the KAKENHI
website.

O Disclosure of the review results for research projects
that were not adopted

* As for some research categories such as the Grant-in-Aid for Specially
Promoted Research, the Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (S/A), and the
Grant-in-Aid for Challenging Research (Pioneering/Exploratory), where the
Comprehensive Review is conducted, the approximate ranking, the opinions
expressed in the review results, and some other items will be disclosed.

* As for some other research categories such as the Grant—in-Aid for Scientific
Research (B/C) and the Grant-in-Aid for Early-Career Scientists, where Two-
Stage Document Review is conducted, the approximate ranking, the review
results by rating elements, the standard-format opinion, and some other items
will be disclosed.
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O Audit of review

* From the standpoint of fairness of the review process, JSPS verifies and
analyzes, for both document reviews and panel reviews, matters such as
whether any favors are dispensed and whether reviews are conducted in
accordance with the review rules. As a result of this verification process, if any
review committee member is found to be dispensing favors or to have
conducted reviews not in accordance with the review rules, such findings will
be taken into account appropriately when selecting the reviewers for the next

fiscal year and beyond.

O Disclosure of the review policies and criteria
* For information on the review and evaluation, please refer to the MEXT and
JSPS KAKENHI websites.

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT):
https://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/shinkou/hojyo/1284403.htm

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS):
https://www.jsps.go.jp/j-grantsinaid/01_seido/03_shinsa/index.html

The KAKENHI review process is possible thanks to the
cooperation of researchers. JSPS asks researchers’ positive

participation in the review process.
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O Review methods (Two-Stage Document Review and
Comprehensive Review)
New review methods have been introduced since FY2018 (Call for Proposals

of September 2017).

[Two-Stage Document Review]

(Example) Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B/C) and Early-Career
Scientists

Each proposal for the Scientific Research (B) is reviewed by six reviewers; each

proposal for the Scientific Research (C) and the Early-Career Scientists is

reviewed by four reviewers.

First-stage Document Review ) f Second-stage Document Review )
- (in each Basic Section) N (in each Basic Section) ~

Based on the results of the first-stage document
Each proposal undergoes a document ) L h
review (relative evaluation) via the review and taking into account the individual
electronic application system, conducted by comments of other reviewers, second-stage
multiple reviewers appointed in the document review is conducted mainly on

applicable Basic Section )
borderline proposals.

<Reviewers> <Reviewers>

Grant
Awards
Finalized

*Conducted by same reviewers as first-stage document review

[Comprehensive Review]

(Example) Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A) and Challenging
Research

Between six and eight reviewers are appointed for each proposal in the Scientific

Research (A) and the Challenging Research categories, and each proposal is

subject to both a document review and a more thorough and multi-faceted panel
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review. In the event that a large number of applications are received, the review
may include processes such as a preliminary screening (the Challenging Research

only) or a random assignment of research proposals.

<Reviewers> <Reviewers>
Grant
Results of Awards
Document Review Finalized

saa4 Bapd

“Same reviewers as for document review

*For the Scientific Research (S), in addition to the Comprehensive Review, the
review comments produced by researchers specializing in closely related areas

are utilized taking into account the specialized nature of applications.
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7. When do the research grants become
available for use?

KAKENHI funding can be used without interruption
after the date of notice of provisional grant decision
(*) in the initial fiscal year until the end of the final

fiscal year.

“ Single-year Grants Multi-year Fund
Start of research New projects: April 1 (Except for some research categories)
work
(Not‘ic‘e of Continued projects: Continued projects: There is
prox.ll.smnal gl April 1 no need to be concerned about
decision (*)) fiscal years during the
(Notes 1, 2) research period.

O After the notice of provisional grant decision (*), the
necessary contracts (e.g., purchasing of items and hiring of
Research Collaborators, etc.) can be concluded and actual
research activities can be started before the KAKENHI
funding is disbursed and received.
Deadline for the By March 31 of each fiscal Can be used at any time
delivery of goods and  year during the research period
provision of services beyond the fiscal year.

necessary for the

research . -
O For details, contact your research institution.
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Others If there is an unused amount at the end of the research project

period, it should be returned.

O Returning any unused amounts will not cause disadvantage

for subsequent KAKENHI reviews.

(*) This rule is applicable to FY2021 research projects. Rules for FY2022 research
projects are subject to changes and will be notified to the grant recipients at
a later date.

(Note 1) The research grants to the research institutions will be remitted around July

for the first term disbursement and around October for the second term.

(From the second fiscal year for Multi-year Fund onward, the first term
research grant will be disbursed at the beginning of the fiscal year.)

As for necessary expenses, research institutions should make payments after
receiving the research grants or they should pay temporarily and should be
reimbursed after receiving research grants. Recipients of grants should ask

your research institutions for any clarification.

(Note 2) Please keep in mind that in the case of new projects for the Fund for the
Promotion of Joint International Research (Fostering Joint International
Research (A), Home-Returning Researcher Development Research), the start
of research work is not on the day the notice of provisional grant decision is
issued, but on the day the form for formal application for grant delivery is

submitted.
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8. What is management by research
institutions?

Management and procedures for the Grants-in-Aid
for Scientific Research are carried out by research
institutions.

< Reasons for having research institutions perform the
management of the Grants-in Aid for Scientific Research >

(1) To reduce the burden on researchers
* Researchers can thereby concentrate on their
research.

(2) To prevent rules from being violated
inadvertently
* Researchers, who may not be familiar with

accounting procedures, etc., are thereby prevented from making mistakes.

O When using the KAKENHI funding, researchers should observe
the Supplementary Conditions and the Funding Conditions in the
Spending Rules, as well as the accounting rules prescribed by
research institutions to which they belong.

* Ifyou have any question similar to those below concerning the purchasing of
goods, please ask to the person in charge of managing the KAKENHI

funding at your research institution.

~N

v Can faculty order goods?

v What about delivery inspection?

v/ Is payment done in advance?

v/ Or is it payment upon completion?

Etc... )
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9. What does direct expenses cover?

Direct expense can be used broadly for expenses
necessary to carry out the research project (i.e.,
purchase of goods, travel expenses, personnel
costs/honoraria, and miscellaneous expenses).

O Direct expense can be used broadly for expenses necessary to
carry out the research project (including the expenses for
compiling research results).

O Items such as those listed below are not recognized as direct
expense. Reminders are given through specification in the
Spending Rules, etc.

* Costs for buildings and facilities (excluding costs for installation,
etc. that are necessary in order to install goods that are purchased
using direct expenses).

* Costs for handling accidents or disasters that occur during the
implementation of the research project.

* Personnel costs/honoraria for the Principal Investigator or Co-
Investigator(s).

* Other costs that should be covered by indirect expenses.

O The Principal Investigator and the Co-Investigator(s) are obliged
to take accountability for the judgement on the spending and the
use of the expenses as member of the funded project.

O When using the research grant, you are requested to consider
whe