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“If you have a hammer, you look at
every problem as a nail.” “The more
tools you have to work on a problem in
the form of experiences or knowledge,
the more new ways you can figure out
how to solve it.”
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Featuring Japan & the World B LR EDOEH

What Do You Want to Take?

Christopher Collins (Simon Fraser University, Canada)

life.

“What do you want to take away from this exchange?”

I’ve been asking myself that very question since long before I arrived here in Japan. As someone who paid
the majority of the expenses out of my own pocket, it seemed all the more imperative to justify to myself this
4-month detour from everyday life. I began searching for the answer by looking at the reasons why I came: it’s ‘
academically relevant, I love the Japanese language, and like so many people across the globe, I've always
dreamed of traveling to this extraordinary country. And yet, somehow, this explanation doesn’t seem to adequately express why I
decided to come. The truth is, I felt (and still feel) like I was meant to come... ‘destined’, if you will. Why? Try as I might, I still can’t
articulate it, but I'm confident that one day it will all make sense. In the meantime, I’ve been left with a sense of frustration, and even a
little anxiety, because if I was meant to come, then surely there is something I am meant to take away, right? Could it be language
skills? Professional contacts? Good grades?

This question perplexed me to no end, especially as the semester began to draw to a close, until one day in the recent past when I
realized I had been asking myself the wrong question. After all, there is nothing that I have ever
‘taken’” which has resulted in personal growth; only gifts, or the giving of gifts, have ever enriched my

So ask yourselves, what gifts have you given while in Japan, and what gifts have been given to
you? Prominent on my list is having been given the chance to experience Japan alongside all of you,
4N and HAN alike. The love and camaraderie, the little fragments of wisdom, inspiration, and
cultural insight we’ve all given to each other... even though almost all of us will fall out of contact, 1
suspect that these things will have a lasting impact on our lives.

As for language skills, professional contacts, and good grades, I understand now why I’'m trying
so hard to get them. Not so I can get into grad school or make a lot of money in the future — those are
just more means, not ends in and of themselves. Rather, I am filled with a renewed vigor to return
home and better my country, in order that my country can in turn strive to better the lives of all the
world’s peoples. I can think of no better way to give with what I have been given.
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A Commentary on Bronislaw Pilsudski’s

My Curriculum Vitae
(no.5) Bronislaw Pilsudski in Japan

(no.6) “Dear Father!”
—— Bronislaw Pilsudski’s Letters to His Family

(no.3) The Price of Conscience]
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