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2-2. Participating institutions will work together to establish a

system through which participating undergraduate students will
2-3. Participating institutions will make efforts to develop and/or

increase the number of courses taught in English so as to allow
more opportunities for participating exchange students without

be able to earn degrees from their host institutions within a two-
requiring that they master the language of their host countries.

increase awareness about the needs and interests of Asian coun-
year period of study at the respective host institutions.

2-1. Participating institutions shall strive to promote the active
exchange of students among the countries represented in order to
tries.

ASEAN Plus Three: University Consortium (#¥)

Agreement for
2. Agreement

remaining an equal partner among equals. Kansai Gaidai shall also
act as a coordinator among the member institutions if/when items

facilitate the smooth operation of the consortium activities, while |
for discussion or amendments are brought up.

students’ timely graduation from their home institutions should
not be jeopardized due to participation in this program.

two specific institutions as necessary. The terms and conditions in
such agreements shall be within the guidelines of this Agreement.

2-4. Participating institutions will create a mechanism to add cred-
its that they award to those which are awarded overseas. That is,
2-b. Sub-agreements/memorandums may be drawn between any
2-6. Administrative Coordinator: Kansai Gaidai will act as an
Administrative Coordinator (hereinafter referred to as AC). This
means Kansai Gaidai will assume an administrative role in order to
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Speech by Incoming Student Representative

Life Changing Challenges

Danielle Lagman (Saint Louis University Madrid campus, Spain)

I am Danielle Lagman. I'm originally from the United States of America, specifically Boston, Massachusetts. I
am currently a third year student from Saint Louis University Madrid campus. For the last two years of my
undergraduate career I have been studying Business Administration with a concentration in International Business =
and English Literature at an American university in Spain, Essentially, in coming to Japan, T am studying abroad while studying abroad.

Studying internationally has inspired me to want to see other countries. I have come to Japan hoping to study different forms of Asian

Business- topics that are not offered at my current university. And of course, I am also very much interested in the Japanese culture and
language. I would like to learn about and be immersed in the Japanese culture. From the way people speak to the way people eat. I want to
be able to see the similarities and differences between this culture and the two that T am already part of: American and Spanish. A key
factor that will help me understand the culture more is the language. I would like to learn the language not only in the classroom, but also
through new friends and experiences that happen outside of the classroom atmosphere.

1 had never studied the Japanese language until last spring. In comparison to a lot of you, I'd be considered to be a late bloomer.
Nevertheless, | am determined to learn the language, even just a little bit. The problem with being in a foreign country and not knowing the
language is being in a foreign country and not knowing the language. And I know that it is a bit unorthodox to do what I'm about to do
next, because technically I'm standing in front of you today to give you advice from one international student to another. What I’m trying
to say is that I'm asking you for your help. And by you, I mean each and every person sitting in this crowd. Studying internationally, away
from the comforts of my home, my family, my bed, made me realize that I can’t make this trip alone. And I'd really like to meet a person
who can. Because to me, another major reason to study abroad, among learning the language, studying courses not offered at our
universities, or traveling, is the basic need to be social. As much as it is important for us to study, it is also important for us to make friends.
So really, this principle doesn’t just apply to me, it applies to all of ns.

So I hope that what you get from this speech is more than a list of my credentials and some of my insecurities. I challenge you to stand
in front of an audience of over 450 people and ask them all for help. I challenge you to break out of your comfort zone. Don’t be afraid of
being corrected. Don’t be afraid to ask for help. And I know we are only here for a limited time, maybe a semester or two, but above all; I
challenge you to remember that every decision that you make here, every experience that you have here, and every relationship that you
create here will somehow change your life.
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Speech by Incoming Student Representative

My Motivations for Coming to Japan

Will Valliere (Lehigh University USA)

I hope you will forgive me if I seem a bit dazed. Around a week ago I was sitting quietly at home in suburban
New England; and now, today, I am giving a speech to an auditorium of more than 400 people...and I am in Japan.
Tt’s all a little disconcerting. T'm sure I'm not the only person here who was living a radically different life a just a

1 was asked to speak today about why I am in Japan and what it is I hope to learn. I suppose my motivations for coming to Japan can
be divided in three: the academic, the professional, and the personal.

When we talk about academics, there is frequently a set goal in mind—*I want to be an expert in this field or on that topic.” Students
are expected to find a path and set off on it. I've never really thought of study that way. To me, academics should be like a
buffet— limitless options, and no pressure to sample only one dish. I've met many people my age who are seemingly not interested in any
subject. My problem has always been the opposite—I want to know it all.

I do not yet know what career I would like. Part of the problem lies with my distaste for the thought of only one career, only one life’s
work. [ do know that I want to leave the planet better for my having lived on it. I will not pretend ambition plays no part in my desires—I
do aspire to make my mark on the world. But I also want it said of me that I did my part to solve the problems of the day, without yearning
for a simpler time or another generation’s hurdles. I am determined to face the world as it is, not as I would have it.

On a personal level, T want simply to better myself. I want to know myself, to understand my desires and beliefs. I have also
concluded that I want to pack as many experiences into my lifetime as possible. There is much to see, much to do, and much to be.

We will have the opportunity to explore a part of our world we may never see again. Moreover, we will have the opportunity to
explore ourselves. We will learn how people in the East view the planet, the problems it faces, and their possible solutions.

With these experiences we will return home with a better understanding about the political landscape on the global level, and we will
be better prepared to handle classes and careers that deal with that landscape. The days when people could afford to be ignorant of the
world at large are gone. What the planet requires now is global citizens, and we will be fuller global citizens upon the completion of this

Perhaps the most important thing you and I will take away from this program, however, is not something that can be put on a résumé

B E I B RE T I R LS
S, KEREEEE 2. 5 OIS
HHE D WTIECEET DR Lo hE
K707, CNESHEDORBENIERIZ
LTt iU, LW,
(SHEZEAER SIS - 2EBZ)

or in a course paper. Rather, it is a sort of knowledge that is deeply personal and far more meaningful. It is the knowledge of what Chuo
City's takoyaki tastes like; what the breeze from the Seto-Inland sea feels like; what Osaka looks like at night. It is the understanding of
what a Shinkansen train sounds like as it zips past or what the air of Mt. Fuji smells like.

This program is important because, when it is over, we will not simply have learned. We will have lived. I wish I could round this off
with something inspiring-something to encourage you to get out and make the most of your time here. But looking around, I see that you
don’t really need inspiration. You were already inspired people. Your presence here is a testament to that.

You made it here, each in your own way, and that is impressive. You ought to feel proud, having journeyed so far from home. We
have each of us come a long way —a good way.
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